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   It’s hard to miss the two-tone 1979 Ca-
dillac Coupe de Ville as it rolls down the’ 
streets of Coatesville. But it’s not just the 
long red-and-white car that commands at-
tention. It’s the driver behind the wheel. 
   Sister Gladys Flamer No. 12 is 104 and as 
active today as she was at 90. She runs er-
rands for her younger neighbors and bakes 
pies to sell at holiday time. She serves as 
treasur er of her OES chapter  , just retired 
as a judge of elections, and doesn’t miss a 
church or city council meet ing.
   “Everybody knows the lady who drives 
this car,” said Flamer, slowly rolling to a 
stop sign in downtown Coatesville. “It’s 
just like me. It’s wearing out, but it’s still 
go ing.” Her longevity has made her an icon. 
Her ac tivism has made her a legend.
   “Ms. Flamer is Coatesville ... She has the 

vigor to continue to try to make the city 
a better place,” said Councilman Marty 
Eggleston, whose relied on Flamer’s ad vice 
during his eight years in politics, in cluding, 
“Be honest and direct, because people 
aren’t stupid.”
   William Lambert Sr., head of the local 
NAACP, remembering his neigh bor’s 
go-getter attitude back in the 1940s, as he 
prepared to go to war as a young sol dier. He 
returned to Coatesville in 1947 to fi nd her 
just as busy. “She helps people,” said Lam-
bert, refl ect ing on days when Flamer and 
other Afri can-Americans worked together 
to get gov ernment to pay attention to their 
prob lems. “She was always outspoken and 
well coordinated.”
 Flamer likes to talk politics. She’s been 
fol lowing it for years - she met Eleanor 
Roosevelt at the White House. She de-
scribed the fIrst lady as, “very very nice. 
She didn’t have no beauty, but she was 
in telligent.”
 Sometimes, her language shows her age. 
There’s a lot of “nonsense” nowadays, as 
she sees it , as in “That Congress is a mess 
now. Did you ever hear of such nonsense?” 
and “These young kids, they want to dress 
crazy with this pants way down and all that 
nonsense. ”But then she’ll joke about how 
someone “tried to psych me out.”
 Flamer was born on a farm outside 
Coates ville in 1906. She was one of 13 
children and she remembers the days be-
fore refrigera tion, when her family buried 
jars of pre serves underground. She’s the 

only one of her siblings still alive.
 “Lucky 13, or unlucky 13,” she laughed. 
She moved to the city soon after getting  
married at age 20. After her husband died 
in 1970, Flamer found her house too lonely 
and quiet, so she went to work at the lo-
cal Strawbridge & Clothier. She stayed 
for years - “I worked the fl oor,” she said 
and shoppers would come looking for the 
octogenar ian sales clerk. She only left the 
job when she was 90 as the company pre-
pared to bring in a new computer system 
that she didn’t want to learn.
 Now, she earns money selling her home-
made pies - lemon meringue is her spe cialty. 
Last December, she said, sales were down 
and she only sold about a dozen pies.

 She has no children and her extended 
family is largely scattered. Only one cousin 

lives nearby. “She’s young,” Flamer said. 
“She’s only 70.”
So what’s her secret to a long life? She 
doesn’t talk about eating right or exereise. 
She credits her longevity to church-going. 
She  never misses a Sunday, arriving at 7:30 
a.m. for the 9 a.m. service.
 Flamer has seen the city grow and 
change and not always in good ways. 
She knows the young drug dealers in her 
neighborhood. They say hello and leave her 
alone.“Everything that happens in Philly, it 
happens in Coatesville, too, all that doping,” 
she said. ‘Killing somebody is just like get-
ting up and eating your breakfast.”
 Still, she won’t leave. Coatesville is 
home, even if she dosen’t have much family 
nearby. 

GWM Caldwell Round Table Discussion with Western Area Sisters in Pittsburg

Sister Gladys Flamer Eureka Chapter No. 12, 104 and still driving

Represents:  Obedience to the will of GOD 
- Honor - Loyalty to Family and Friends - 
Faith and Trust in God and Charity
   H a r r i e t  Tu b m a n  # 6 4  “ S t a r 
Club”  Supports  Wil l ing Work-
ers Vendors Day, April  10,  2010
   The members of ‘Star Club’ from Harriet 
Tubman #64, Ninth District, supported The 
Willing Workers of St. Paul Baptist Church, 
925 East Goepp Street, Bethlehem, PA, as 
they celebrated their Vendors Day, on April 
10, 2010, from Noon to 4:00 PM. The club 
sold various ‘what not’s on their table; a 
joyous time was had as we fellowshipped 
with other vendors in the area!

Heroine — PWM Idelle Bullett
   Past Matron and current Chapter Secretary 
~ Sister Idelle Bullett Saved a Life. As she 
was in NJ participating in her song ministry, 
Sister Bullett was called from the chorus 
stand to give CPR. In being obedient to 
God and without a mouth piece, Sis. Bul-
lett trusted in God and performed CPR on 
a women going into a Seizure and Respira-
tory Arrest . The woman’s life was saved 
and she is currently in stable condition but 
being watch closely at Beth Israel Medical 
Center in Newark NJ. Please join me and 
the members of Harriet Tubman O.E.S. 
Chapter by recognizing Idelle for continuing 
to demonstrating the duties of what O.E.S. 

Harriet Tubman Chapter No. 64 
Reporter:  Sis. Sue Samuda, Associate Conductress

The Mighty Ninth 
   The Mighty Ninth District celebrated 
their main event: ‘Tricky Tray Brunch’ 
on May 15, 2010, from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., at 22 South Third Street, 
Easton, PA.  Donation was $25.00.
   Deborah Grand’s own GAM Lenora M. 
Alston and GAC Wanda L. Pryor-Jones at-
tended, along with PDDGM Shirley Parks 

and the Mighty Ninth’s District DDGM 
Constance D. Johnson.  It was a day 
of fellowship with the Ninth District’s 
Lodges and Chapters including: Absalom 
Jones #109, Wyoming #135, Golden Rule 
#15, Gideon #145, Oriental #80, Harriet 
Tubman #64, Virginia E. Holland #104, 
Mizpah Charlotte Scott #86

Sister Flamer behind the wheel.

GWP Vaughan and GWM Caldwell
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Scenes From The 129th United Supreme Council Session

   This article is the fi rst article that I have had 
the pleasure of submitting since becoming 
“The Deputy for the Orient of Pennsylva-
nia”. Let me fi rst express how grateful I 
am to the Sovereign Grand Commander, 
Solomon Wallace for appointing me to this 
awesome position. The Challenge I have for 
myself and for all of you is that I will do the 
very best that I can to keep this Grand Old 
Orient in the forefront of Scottish Rite Ma-
sonry. My mentor, the former Deputy for the 
Orient of Pennsylvania, S.G.I.G. Stonewall 
J. Lett, once told me, “He who towers over 
others, must stand tall Himself”. That is my 
goal, to stand tall with the grace of GOD, 
and the support of all of you.
   Fortunately for me, in writing this fi rst ar-
ticle, I have the pleasure of reporting on our 
activities regarding the hosting of the 129th 
Annual United Supreme Council Session, 
the 43rd triennium, held in Philadelphia, May 
28 thru June 1, 2010.
Traditionally, having to host the United 
Supreme Council Session every trien-
nium, we have to constantly prepare 
ourselves to do better. The 129th United 
Supreme Council Session has come and 
gone. We Pennsylvanians certainly hope 
that our preparation was as satisfactory to 
all of the delegates as it was to us, for we 
were totally satisfi ed with the outcome.
   Our preparation began in January, 2009, 
under the leadership of the Former Deputy 
S.G.I.G. Herbert N. Gibbons, Sr., and the 
Chairman of the Planning Committee, 
S.G.I.G. Threston C. Roots, with the objec-
tive in mind of doing something “Differ-
ent and Memorable” for the Friday night 
entertainment. A suggestion proposed by 
me was accepted by the committee, and 
with the consent of the Sovereign Grand 
Commander we were off and running to Pa Council of Deliberation Degree Team

present to the delegates, friends and visitors 
what we titled “The Friday Night Motown 
Review”. The featured group called “Spe-
cial Blendz”, a professional show band and 
quartet hails from nearby Chester, PA. They 
performed Motown songs that most of us 
were familiar with, and enjoyed. They also 
did a tribute to the late Michael Jackson that 
we all enjoyed.
   Some 550 persons were in attendance and 
enjoyed what has been described by many 
as a very entertaining evening. A “Light 
Snack” consisting of a hot dog, chips and 
soda was served. Dancing was provided for 
all and during the intermission a dance con-
test was held under the direction of S.G.I.G 
‘s Raynard Hughes and Barry Lessene. 
Many thanks to them for their participation 
in this event.
   Another different aspect of the event was 
that the male members of the planning 
committee and others were regaled in white 
dinner jackets, black ties and trousers along 
with the Loyal Ladies being regaled in white 
suits. Thus, the objective of “Different and 
Memorable” had been accomplished. Our 
challenge now, is to equal or better that ef-
fort at the 44th Triennium, 2013.

Loyal Lady Activities
   The ladies who accompanied the men at-
tending the 129th Annual United Supreme 
Council Session were entertained with a 
variety of activities planned by the members 
of the Pennsylvania State Grand Assem-
bly, Order of the Golden Circle, under the 
direction of the Chairperson of the Ladies 
committee Loyal Lady Carolyn D. Williams. 
The Saturday activities were (1) an exciting 
Black History Tour of Philadelphia, fol-
lowed by a Soul Food Buffett Luncheon held 
at the headquarters of the Most Worshipful 

Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, 
or (2) a bus trip to Atlantic City NJ for a day 
of shopping at the many upscale outlet stores 
or visiting the various casinos. On Monday 
most of the ladies attended a fabulous lun-
cheon and enjoyed the fantastic music of 
“Blackstone the Keyboardist”. While the 
men were meeting; their ladies were tour-
ing, shopping, dancing, eating and having an 
all-round good time in the city of Brotherly 
Love. A great time was had by everyone.
   Another Loyal Lady activity that was 
performed by one of our ladies was at the 
Golden Circle Workshop, under the direc-
tion of the Illustrious Deputy for Indiana. 
Past State Grand Loyal Lady Ruler Elaine 
R. McFadden of the Pennsylvania State 
Grand Assembly and her ritualistic team 
were charged with the task of “Demonstra-
tion of the Funeral Ceremonies of the Order 
of the Golden Circle” as it is described in 

the Golden Circle Manuel. Needless to say, 
they did an outstanding job.

Pa COD 33rd Degree Team
   Another pride fi lled event was performed 
on Tuesday, at the United Supreme Coun-
cil Session, by the Pennsylvania Council 
of Deliberation Degree Team under the 
direction of G.I.G. Malcolm E. Harris, the 
Grand Lecturer for the Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.
This team, made up of members from across 
the Jurisdiction, after months of rehearsing, 
did a magnifi cent job exemplifying the 33rd 
degree in record time, without a fl aw. At 
the conclusion of their work the “Winston 
O. Williams Class of  2010”, along with the 
entire assembly, gave them a  standing ova-
tion. All of us from this Grand Old Orient 
was and still is extremely proud of this team 
for their outstanding performance. 

S.G.I.G. George M. Calloway 33o Appointed Deputy of the Orient

Orient of Pennsylvania Ancient and Accepted
 Scottish Rite of Freemasonry P.H.A., N.J., U.S.A., Inc
Commanders of the Rite, 33o Northern Jurisdiction

 A.A.S.R. - P.H.A.

S.G.I.G. George M. Calloway, 33o 

Illustrious Deputy and Most Illustrious Commander-in-Chief
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DeMolay Consistory No. 1 Prayer Breakfast 
Submitted by: J.R. Wilson II No. 55 

Orient of Pennsylvania Mentors Program

Whitney Young Consistory No. 88
Elects New Commander-in-Chief

The Frater checking the computer is Ken-
neth Overton 33°

 CIC Tecumsah Brown Eagle accepts 
sword from  outgoing CIC Junius John-
son 33° as Vernon Dobbs 33° looks on.

Commander-in-Chief Tecumsah Brown 
Eagle 32°.

Going over the calendar for the next COD 
Thomas Wilson 33° and Namon McWil-
liams 33°

   DeMolay Consistory No. 1 honors GIG 
Arthur C. Chapman, Jr. 33˚ and SGIG Ro-
land K. Lee, Sr. 33˚ at the a Prayer Breakfast 
on Saturday, May 15 held at Grace Baptist 
Church of Germantown in Phila., Pa where 
the Rev. Dr. G. Daniel Jones 33˚ is Pastor. The 

breakfast was well attended and the attendees 
received physical nourishment from the Grace 
Culinary Ministry, and spiritual nourishment 
from Pastor Jones. GIG Jeffrey Beaford 33˚ 
the Chairman and GIG Ruben Collins 33˚ 
were commended for a job well done.

Deadline Date for the 2011 Issue of  “LIGHT”
January 14, 2011

Mentors at Fiztsimons High School ILL. Dep. Gibbons with students and mentors at the 
Cathedral

ILL. Dep. Gibbons with students
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Philadelphia Assembly No. 5
Honors PLLR Glynis Y. Barr

     On May 1, 2010. the Special Char-
ity Committee of the Most Ancient Grand 
Court, Heroines of Jericho sponsored a Fun 
Day on the lawn of the Masonic Complex in 
Philadelphia.  This day of fun spearheaded 
by Grand Sr. Attendant Conchita Fields-
Vincent, Grand Sr. Matron Edith T. Ford, 
PMAM Betty Fouse, and Grand Jr. Atten-
dant Hattie Johnson was an effort to raise 
funds for MAGM Glenda S. Ellison’s spe-
cial charity, the Alzheimer’s Association. 
    The activities included: information 
handed out by the Alzheimer’s representa-
tive, face painting and infl atable play areas 
for the kids, cards games for the adults, 
vendors, and of course plenty of food, ice 
cream, popcorn, sodas, and snacks.  To top 
off a great day was a visit from the “Fra-
ternal Clown”, who took pictures and gave 

Most Ancient Grand Court Heroines of Jericho, Inc. 
Sponsors “May Day - Fun Day”        

   On November 21, 
2009, the Loyal Ladies 
/ Order of the Golden 
Circle held its annu-
al luncheon entitled, 
“Service of Thanksgiv-
ing” at Bethel A.M.E. 
Church on Wylie Av-
enue in Pittsburgh. 
Loyal Lady Rosalie 
Jones Moore served 
as the Mistress of Cer-
emonies and proudly 
introduced Dr. Kathy 
Humphries, Vice Pro-
vost of Student Affairs 

Pittsburgh Assembly No. 6
Submitted by: LL Rosie Jones

Order of the Golden Circle     

away candy to all.
       The committee members did an outstand-
ing job in preparing months in advance for 
the event, working food areas, supervising 

game areas, and monitoring the overall ac-
tivities.  The proceeds from this, along with 
funds previously raised, will be presented 
to a representative of the Alzheimer’s As-

sociation at the Public Relations Program 
at the MAGC’s Annual Session on Sunday, 
October 24, 2010

at the University of Pittsburgh as the speaker 
for the day. Dr. Humphreys enlightened and 
entertained the crowd with her talk entitled, 
“Thanking God In and Through Your Cir-
cumstances.” Dr. Humphries emphasized 
the importance of, “being happy in your 
faith, being thankful for everything and to 
smile in the face of adversity.” The crowd 
was blessed with song selections sung by 
vocalist Leymore White. Loyal Ladies 
Bernice Douglass and Linnie Hatcher were 
presented awards for their outstanding years 
of service. Loyal Lady Mary Etta Johnson 
supplied the beautiful decorations and Loyal 
Lady Kara Whitfi eld served as the chairper-
son for the delicious food.

   This years’ Annual Luncheon will be held 
on Saturday, September 25, 2010 again at 
Bethel A.M.E. Church on Wylie Avenue. A 
wide array of food is planned, along with an 
afternoon fi lled with spirited entertainment. 
   (Picture left Sitting) Loyal Lady Betty 
Jones; Eleanor J. Coles, Loyal Lady Rul-
er; Loyal Lady Linnie Hatcher, Awardee. 
(Standing) Dr. Kathy Humphries, Speak-
er of the Day; Loyal Lady Rosalie Jones 
Moore, Mistress of Ceremonies; Illus-
trious Larry D. Moore, Commander-
In-Chief-St. Cyprian Consistory No. 4; 
Loyal Lady Bernice Douglas, Awardee;
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   Esther Grand Court Ladies of the Circle 
of Perfection 21st Annual Grand Session 
convened June 11-13, 2010 at the Radisson 
Valley Forge Hotel in King of Prussia, PA. 
PRGPM Charlotte Covington #5 and PRGCA 
Lawrence Bradley passed on the torch to the 
Esther Grand Court’s New Administration led 
by RGPM, Vinel Nelson Loihle #9 and RGCA, 
Kenneth T. Amos #8. Here is a condensed 
version of Royal Grand Perfect Matron Loihle 
acceptance speech given on June 12, 2010: 
   In the spirit of those qualifi ed leaders who 
have stood before you prior to my election 
today I too present myself ready, willing and 
able to perform the duties of this offi ce to the 
best of my ability. I pledge to you before God 
and this Grand Court that I will conduct the 
business of Esther Grand Court in a fair and 
equitable manner. I will strive to govern and 
make decisions not for my own benefi t as an 
individual, but for the glory of God and the 
betterment of Esther Grand Court. In doing 
so, decisions may be made which all of us 
do not necessarily agree with or understand. 
However, as you have placed a great deal of 
trust in me to lead, I will always remember that 
it is you who put me here and I will work to 
have an inclusive administration. To this end, 
my door is always open to you, my sisters 
and brothers. 
   If the truth be told, I have been working 
toward this moment for almost 35 years. It 
started when a member of my OES chap-
ter, Booker T. Washington #36 was Grand 

Worthy Matron of Deborah Grand Chapter 
Order of Eastern Star and saw something 
in me that propelled a journey to strive for 
ritualistic excellence. I’m referring to the 
fi rst Royal Grand Perfect Matron of Esther 
Grand Court, PRGPM Mozelle A. McKay. 
This was coupled with my father telling me 
to stay in my ritual, my constitution, and my 
bylaws and to respectfully question anything 
that seemed contradictory or ambiguous. In all 
your knowledge get understanding and often 
times we are very busy keeping the letter of 
the law while totally missing the spirit of the 
law. For this reason, I will immediately assign 
committees to update our ritual, constitution 
and bylaws. Our constitution and bylaws are 
in serious need of updating, and because no 
organization can survive or thrive with a less 
than effective constitution this will be given 
the highest priority. A special meeting of Es-
ther Grand Court will convene on September 
11, 2010 at the Prince Hall Grand Lodge. 
   We are a royal house -years ago our Grand 
Sessions were packed, our Seminars were 
packed ,our banquets were packed and we 
were so excited. Subordinate court member-
ships are down, supporting Grand Court efforts 
are down as well as committee participation. 
People work, have families, belong to a 
church, belong to other organizations, and 
are generally spread very thin. Time, for 
most people is at a premium and money is-
sues are prevalent for everyone. In this day of 
bad economics and failing businesses, most 
major corporations are crumbling under the 
harsh demands of society. Through all of this 
turmoil, Esther Grand Court still stands; not 
just because of great leadership in the past, 
but because of each of you who are members 
of this great organization. You are the ones 
who have seen fi t to give of your time, money 
and efforts to make this a strong body. You 
are the ones who have supported this Grand 
Body throughout the years to make us all 
successful. In this vain, we must all continue 
to press forward in our labors. As the head of 
Esther Grand Court, I know that nothing can 
be accomplished without a strong body, and 
that is you. 
   PRGPM Mozelle A McKay did her part, 
Esther Grand Court was on the map. When she 
passed the baton in this relay race, we were 
still a force to be reckoned with, but we have 

lost our fi re , and we need to get it back. We 
have let many hard working members leave 
our precious order. We need to try and get them 
back and strive to restore Esther Grand Court 
to the prominence it once enjoyed. 
   Today we move into a new phase for Esther 
Grand Court. By launching a massive public 
relations initiative people will get to know 
Esther Grand Court and ultimately they will 
want to be a part of an organization that very 
simply put is “Doing Something” 
This leads me to the scripture for this admin-
istration - In Matthew, the 5th chapter, Jesus 
says  “Let your light so shine before men that 
they may see your good works and glorify your 
father which is in heaven“. 

   Esther Grand Court, we are going to let 
our light shine. Let’s get back what we let get 
away. Let’s get our fi re back. If not now then 
when? First we’ve got to: work together, stop 
the in- fi ghting, and look toward the future that 
has already been promised to us, Together! Are 
you willing to step out on faith and take the 
baton in this relay race to our future? I am! 
And as your Royal Grand Perfect Matron, I 
stand here with complete confi dence in you 
and abundant faith in Almighty God that we 
are up to the challenge 

   There is an annual fl ower show that travels 
around the country and each year they feature 
new hybrids of plants as well as fl owers. These 
hybrids are created from the blending of two 
different seeds together. From this blending 
comes the most beautiful and unique creations 
that you have ever seen. They’re awesome and 
you’ve never seen anything like them before. 
They form a new book in the history of plants 
and fl owers. Esther Grand Court this is what 
we are going to do. We are going to blend the 
Old with the New, The weak with the strong. 
The Young with the old and the Right with 
the wrong. 

Old with the New- The old should mentor 
the new members with wisdom and love. The 
new must listen respectfully and learn. It can 
take you a long way. Weak with the Strong -If 
you’re weak in an area, drop your pride and ask 
for help. The strong need to carry those that 
are weaker      Young with the Old -With youth 
there is strength, zeal vision; the old need to 
have patience and love. Remember- you were 
young once and for many of you nobody could 

tell you anything  Right with the Wrong-Let 
he among you who is without sin cast the fi rst 
stone. If you’re wrong-own up to it, apologize 
if necessary and move one. If someone doesn’t 
accept your apology, that’s between them and 
God. We’re moving into the future. You can 
learn from anyone. Even if it’s how not to do 
something 

For us to move forward to our victory in the 
future we need everyone! The old, the new, the 
weak the strong, the young the old, the right 
and the wrong If we’re not willing to do that, 
Esther Grand Court cannot survive 
What I need, moreover, what Esther Grand 
Court needs is for every PRGPM and every 
PRGCA to serve as a mentor/advisor to one 
committee or special project. You know what 
it takes to be successful in a venture, and I’m 
asking you to exercise general supervision and 
work with the committee/project chairperson 
and members. There is something for every 
past grand to do. Some are not in the best of 
health and may not be able to travel or attend 
meetings, in this case communicate by phone. 
At the very least, you can always pray with 
them. It is important that you do whatever you 
can, Esther Grand Court needs you. If you’re 
breathing we need your help! 
Offi cers and Members of Esther Grand Court, 
we have a great task assigned to our hands. I 
sincerely believe that together we can achieve 
what others may think is unachievable. Let’s 
look to the future with renewed faith in God 
and in each other. Let’s put our hands, hearts 
and minds together and work toward the great-
ness that is within our reach. 
On the 9th of this month, Esther Grand Court 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary of existence. 
We are now in our 21st year, the year of adult-
hood, the year we become responsible for 
ourselves, the year we grow up and gird our 
loins for the future. Take an active role in the 
movement toward our future. 
Our goals for this administration are aggres-
sive but achievable, ambitious yet reachable, 
difficult but doable  May God bless each 
and every one of you. Yours in the Rite of 
Perfection, 

Vinel Nelson Loihle #9 

Royal Grand Perfect Matron 

Esther Grand Court Ladies of the Circle of Perfection
Vinelm Nelson No. 9 Elected Royal Grand Perfect Matron

Submitted by: Suzette Harper No. 8, Grand Editor, Esther Grand Court -LOCOP

Orpha Chapter No. 21
Submitted by: Robert Pierce, Worthy Patron

   Orpha Chapter No. 21 held their Annual Recognition Luncheon, Saturday March 6, 2010 at the Zukor Club in Erie, PA, honoring Jean Wayne, PWM, Mary Boyd, Steve Cooley Jr., 
PM No. 68, Daisy Buchanan and Kevin Flowers, Reporter for the Erie Times News. Lillian Gordon, PWM was the chairperson and Loretta Hansbrew was Co-Chairperson.

(L-R) Norma Johnson, Loretta Hans-
brew, Willette Brooks, Lillian Gordon 
and Debora Heidleberg

(L-R) Fannie Pierce, WM, Robert Pierce, 
WP and Nancy Sykes, 8th Dist. DDGM

(Sitting l-r) Daisy Buchanan, Jean Wayne, 
Mary Boyd. (Standing l-r) Steve Cooley 
Jr. and Kevin Flowers.

Chaplain Betty Dickens gives prayer

Heroines and Companions take Memphis
   Memphis Tennessee was the site of the 
47th joint session of General Conference of 
Courts Heroines of Jericho of the U.S.A. and 
Bahamas, PHA, Inc and General Conference 
of Chapter Holy Royal Arch Masons of the 
U.S.A. and Bahamas, PHA, Inc , July 2 – 7, 
2010.  Converging on the city were Heroines 
and Companions from all over the United 
States and the Bahamas. Of the 32 Most 
Ancient Grand Matrons, 29 attended the fi rst 
session of General Grand Conference Most 

Ancient Grand Matron Shirley Lassiter.   
The felling of unity was evident as the 
Most Ancient Matrons bonded in a spirit 
of love, peace, and hormony.
   Most Ancient Grand Court, Heroines 
of Jericho, PA had a smaller delegation 
this year, but was well represented.  At-
tending from PA was Most Ancient Grand 
Matron Glenda S. Ellison, Worthy Grand 
Joshua LeRoy C. Patience, Jr., Past Most 
Ancient Grand Matrons Ann B. Coleman 

and Anita L. Davis, Past Worthy Grand 
Joshua James A. Wells, Jr., Grand Recorder 
Mary Grice, and Past Most Ancient Matrons 
Blondell Roundtree and Loretta Prather.  At-
tending the Holy Royal Arch Session was 
Most Excellent Grand High Priest Wayne 
Parnell, and Past Most Excellent Grand 
High Priests George Spaulding, Booker T. 
Nichols, John White, and Walter J. Sims.  
Past Most Ancient Grand Matron Anita L. 
Davis and Past Most Excellent Grand High 

Priest John White are currently serving on 
the General Grand Conference Grand Line 
for the Heroines and the Holy Royal Arch 
Mason. Way to go Pennsylvania!   
   All of the delegation enjoyed not only the 
activities of the conference, but took part in 
the experience of being in Memphis and all 
that the city had to offer from historical sites, 
to great music, and of course BBQ Ribs!   
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 The renovation of the lower level of the 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge started February 
2009 after going through a complex of 
Federal, State and City documents from No-
vember 2008 and on going as of this writing. 

Eleven thousand square feet of demolition 
and renewal space has taken place of which 
seven thousand Sq. Ft is available for com-
mercial and community rentals i.e. “Prince 
Hall Business Center”. A wedding reception 

was held July 26, 2010 in the beautiful three 
thousand sq. ft. Banquet Hall (D & E all 
purpose room). 
 The state of the art commercial kitchen 
equipment is in the process of being pur-
chased and will be able to facilitate banquet 
events, catering projects, light to full course 
meals and a culinary school proposal with 
kitchen training certification. The new 
lavatories are handicapped accessible; an 
equipment and handicap ramp has been built 
to serve the lower level. 
 This is a 1.1 million dollar project of 
which many members of the craft have 
contributed to its success. Many, Many 
Thanks to all who supported this dream. 
The rentals will be able to aid in assisting 
the subordinate lodges. 
 The Grand Lodge isn’t resting on its 
laurels; a $7 million dollar proposal has 
been submitted to several agencies, for 
Phase II of renovations. This will include 

(LEED) GeoThermal Heating/Cooling, 
Photovoltaic(Solar Panels) for generat-
ing the building own electricity, Energy 
Windows and Doors upgrades, a new 80 
car parking lot with solar lighting, a Rain-
water Harvesting System for Storm Water 
Management and many other Green related 
conservation programs, which will be used 
to upgrade other parts of the Grand Lodge 
Building. 

“Preserve the Past, Enrich the Future.”    

Charles A. Bishop #112
M.W. Grand Master 
   

Pictured below: Newly Wed couple, 
Mr and Mrs Pharr hosts Family and 
Friends at their wedding reception in the 
newly renovated Banquet and all Purpose 
room.

The Update of the Grand Lodge Renovation is 93% Completed

Great grand daughter Kera, Hattie, and 
PGM Lorenzo Cruger

Mrs. Michelle and Brian Pharr Bride and Groom toastLovely Spread 




